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To Governours of Families. 


O U have Bere laid before you a Scheme of 

Religion, or the Snbftarite of thoſe things 
which the Miniſters of oy are continually in- 
culcating and in the Method you are wont to 
hear them from me. And y0u are earnefily Be- 
ſeeched and Exhorted in the Name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to ſtudy theſe things your ſelves, 
and to Inſtru your Famnlies in them ;, and far 
that end to cauſe this Arconnt of Religion to be 
frequently and ſeriouſly read to them. That 0 
both you and they may have Minds ſtored with 
the Subſtance of Religion, an4 may attend on 
the Publick Preaching thereof, with Conſcience 
and with Profit; and may thereby be edified in 
Knowledge and Holineſs unto Life Eternal. 
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Short and Plain 


ACCOUNT 


RELIGION; 


For the InſtruQtion of Fami- 
lies, by being often read in 
 themt. 


is fad to Conf fag how all ſorts of Men put off from 
yt the Care of Religion; which 1s every ones 
moſt neceffary concern , ard chiefcſt jurefeſt. The. 
Richer ſorr, are to raken up with the pleaſures and de- 
lighrs of this World, that they have go time tor 1t: The, 
Poorer, -1o buſied ro ger the neceflary accommodarions of Lite, 
that they take rhemtetyes to be wholly excus'd trom minding 
Kt Put ſer both confider what Religien is; and they will dit- 
cern the vanity ot their ſeveral pleate ard Exc 


For, Religion is the Skill of ordering our Religion every 


ſelves ſo, as to pleaſe God, and to o5tain eternal 
Life. Relizion cotifts in cheGovernment of dn and 
Gur D-tires, {ochn.nons and Aﬀe@ions, that 


they may n 4 l-:d us into an unreaſonable and pernicious Choice, ' 
or engage 4s 2h evil Works, The Rule of Religion is the W ill 
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S CAShort and Plain Account of Religion. 


ot .God, declared by cur Conſcience, and in his Word ; The 
End of Religion is to render us capabie of the favour ard love . 
of G2d , and of a happy Portion in Life Erernal. - Now what 
in all Reaſon ſhould every one be fo concerned for, as that he 
may not diſhonour and abuſe himſelt, nor be engaged*in ſhame- 
ful and pernicious ways? And whar greater incereſt can any 
Man have, than to make God his Friend in this Life, and. to be 
happy for ever in the next? And what 1s more fir and juſt borh 
in it ſelf, and in order to fo great an end, than that the Ri 
reous. Will of God be heartily done by vs? Wirhout Reconcili- 
ation unto that Will of God , ir is impoſſible to have him our 
Friend here, or hereafter ; bur being .1n a Stare of Enmity and 
C-ontradition to him, we muſt be under his diſpleaſure, and h- 
able ro his Almighty Anger, which is the m>ſt mifergble Can- 
diction that can be. (7b. 17. 3. Job 8.28. Eccleſ. 12. 1, , 
It is cor my gr: of Religion, thar rendercth Men 10 
negligent thereof; Whereas right Knowledge doth in a manner 
conſtrain Men to prattiſe accordingly; or elfe leaves them ſelt- 
condemned, and ſtung moſt grievouſly by their own Minds, if 
tliey are nor prevailed wich, to do what 1s reaſonable, juſt and 
gocd, what is their neceſſary Dury and higheſt inrereſt, It is 
therefore a maſt charitable Deſign ro rhe S:uls of Men ( which 
this addreſs to them travails wichal viz.) co give ſuci abret and 
plain Account of Religion, as may help-rhem ro a right Know- 
I-dge hereof, and influence, and perſwade to aſuitable Pradtice, 
TW Nowthe Being ot God is the firſt and great Prin- 
be grinds «nd ciple of Religion ; the Nature of God is the Rea+ 
principles of Re- (on ;, and the Will of Gcd the Rule of it. 


ligion. 


f. 
Toe Being of God. If there be one nec:ſſury ſupre.cm being that is 
the cauſe of all things , then we ( and all things 
depend up2n this Authorof our Be1ags ; he hath a Righr as well 
as Power to diſpoſe of, and rule us as he pleaſerh; and we are 
bound to be obſervant of him, to ſubmit our felves to his Rule, 
and to be ſatisfied wich his Will: And char there is ſuch a Being 
ab-ve us, whoſe we are, and upon whom we entirely depend; n9 
Man can doubt, that will but pen his Eyes and uſe his Reaſon. For 
how elſe came this World ro he made? Or how came the 
Man inr9 Being ? Whence are thoſe perfeftions in Men, and thoſe 
excellent properties in ocher Crearures, which neither they them- 
' ſelves, nor blind Chance can be the Authors of, but are matt» 
telt!y rhe Effedt.s of fome moſt exccilens and pertee Cauſe * We 
arc 
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A Short and Plain Account of Religion. 2 


are therefore the Creatures of God the Srear Creator, ſubje& 
to him char made us, and to that Law of our Creation which he 
hath pur us under: 7. e. We are bound to keep that. Station and 

er in which he hack} ſer us, both wich reſped ro himſelf; and 
our fellow Creatures, and to obſerve and do thoſe things which 
are agreeable rhereunro. If a Father bath ſuch right. in his 
Children , as to Rule and Govern rhem for their goed; and the 
Rebellion of Children agaiuſt cheir Parents is Monſtrous and 
Unnatural! : How much more ſo is our Rebellion againſt God our 
Heavenly Father ? For we are his offpring, and his eternal power 
and Godhead are ſeen from the Creation of the World, ſo that we are 
withnut excuſe. ( As 17.25, 28. Rom.1.20.) 

This God our Creatour is infinitely Grear, and Z + | 
can Control , Puniſhand Deſtroy, cr Help, Re- The Nature of 
ward: and Bleſs us as he pleaſerh; fo allo he God. 
is infinitely gocd, Righteous and True, and re- 

'ireth nothing of us bur whac is right and good. Such is the 
jacob of his Nature, that we may expet trom him all that is 
fir and goodjall that benefir and kindneſs, that is, Conſiſtent with 
Wiſdom and H6line. Such a Father we oughr moſt readily to 
Qbſerve and Obey ; and we imirare his amiable Nature, when we 
do his righteous Will. (Dent. 32.4. Pſal. 73-25. Mat. 19. 17, 
Mat. 5. 48.) 

The | = is the Lord of all things, hath 3. 

a Rizhr in, and Authoriry over them; an®G2d Providence. 
who is all Power, Wiſd-;m and Gucdnefs, can't 

be thoughr co nezle(t and deſert. rhe Beinzs which he hath made, 
but doth aftua:ly inſpet& and govern them. $9 that we come 
inco this World, continue in ir, and go our of it, by his Provi- 
dence: Are alway under his Eye, and in his Hand; and there- 
fore continually oblized in Dury' and Tntexeſt ro Obſerve aud 
Regard him. Ads 17. 24. Dan. 4. 34, 35+ « Tim. 4-10. ) 

By what we 'know of God, ot our Selves, . 
and other B:1ngs, we unavoidably diſcern a dit- > Difference of 
ference cf moral Good and Evil; and ir is moral govd and 
through horrible negle& and abuſe of our ſelves, evil. 
thx ourC-nſciences retain nor a Evely and pow- 
ertul Senſatiun thereof, Some rizings will appear (upon the leaſt 
Conſideration) ro be juſt and reaſonable, good for us and for all 
Men, perfe&tive of our Nacure and Kind : Others to he Unreaſon- 
able, Uarighteous, Shameful, Pernicious, contrary to Narure, 
&>ſ{truttive of ourſclves, and cf Mankind. By following the for- 
mer, we umitate- God and beccme like hiar; by the latter, we 
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4 FSvort and Plain Account of 'Religion. 
d:baſe our felyes, walk corrrary unto God, and become unrez- 
Jonable and'like the Ecure Beafts, yea worte than they who do &. 


cording fo the Nature and Powers that Gcd hath given rhem, ' - 


* This then is the Law of God witneffcdgn our Confciences, That 
we abhor that which is evil, and cleave unto that which is god ,, by 
ſhewing us what is good; he declareth what he requircth of us; 
for his Will is, That we do what is right and gocd rowards our 
ſelves and others; thatwe reverence the God thar made us, and 
thar Order which he harh eſtabhthed for the common good. 
So thar Verrue is both our Witdom and our Duty ; but Vice is 
Folly and Rebellion : Ir refifts the Conftitarion and Authority of 
God, and worketh confuſion in his Kingdom. Therefore Con- 
ſcience that condemnerh vicious Aftions, doth alfo rerrine the 
doers of them with the expeftarion aud fear of DivineVengeance, 
(ſa. 5. 20. Rom. 2.15, 15 Gen, 4. 7.+I[4.45. 9.) | 
' > . From the former Premiſes 'ris reaſonable to 
Future Irare. conclude, That the Holy and Rizhreous God 
4 will for ever maintaia that difference of 
moral good and evil which he harh made : and fince this js 
not fſutficicarly done by his preſent Providence, that he will 
der:rmine the furure Scares of Men, according to what they have 
been and done in this.. Righteous Men have reaſon to hope, that 
their good Gol and Father will do them-all the good they are 
ener? of ; and conſequently make them happy in a betrer Stare 
afrer this, as they are,capable of being, For Men by Virtue im- 
prove their Capaciry F turure Happineſs : bur Vice lays a Fours 
dation only for Miſery and Wretchednefs (Rom. 2. 6. (oc. Rom, 


&, 2 ' 

4 ' Now it we firmly imbrace theſe Principles, 
Rules .of Fra- they do mightily engage us to- a ſuirable Reli- 
Fice. * gious PraQtice, It we thus think of God cur 
| Maker , and of our ſelves hisCrearures, we muſt 
ſeethe Reaſonard ncceffity of keeping the Laws of our Creation 3 

which require us to be and dÞ what 1s right and meet, towards. 

G2d, to our tellyw Creatures, and ro our ſelves. Whenever 

we ſeriouſly thidk and refle& upon the former Principles, we 

are convinced of the neceſfity and goodneſs of the tollowing 
Laws or Rules of Praftice, wiz. 

| + That we oughr to ſtudy the Divine Nature, and 

Picty. meditare upon the'Excellencies therect, and to 

acknowledge them by ſuirable affeQions of Reve- 

rence, Love and Truſt ; ro give unto Gcd ſupream Honecur and 

Worſhip; and ro ſubmir our ſelves ro kis mcſt wiſe and _ 
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' A S'ort and Plain Accor tt of Religion. 
hat we carefully abſtain from doing injury & > 

Ke - 5 ; por als we make neflimin tor 7ullice. 

any wrong which wehaye done; and that we 

do them all che right we can ; and as we our ſelves would nor 
have our Lives red, our Reputation leſſen'd, our Truſt 
abuſed, our Bed defiled, our Relations debauched, our Eſtares 
damaged by Violence or Fraud ; ſo muſt we be careful of the Ike 
rights and intereſts of orher Men, dving unto them as we would they 
ſhld. do unto us, (Rom. 13. 7,8. 1 Theſ. 4. 5. Mark vo. 19. 

" And as we would - nor be treared rngorouſly 3. 

by others, ſo muſt we deal equally with them: Equity. 
favourably interpreting ſevere Laws, not 1n- 

inting upon our utmoſt right to their great damage, nor o@x- 

nz their Labour or Service beyon&their Strengrh, nor grieving 


- or diſcouraging them by the ufe of cur Authority, nor offend- 


ing them by the uſe of our Liberty. ( Mat. 7.12. Coloff. 4. 1. 
Rom. 14. 15, 21.) 
It is alſo reaſonable and good, and the Will * &- 

of God, that Mankind ſhould heartily Love Charits, 
each other ; taking pleaſure in the content and ; 
profir 'of their Brerhren, and doing them war good they 
can, and forgiving their involuntary or retratted injuries : 
For he that honoureth another , doth himfelt defire ro be 
eſteemed ; and he char pirierh and reiteverh his Brother , 
hath alfo infirmicies and needs of his own. Every one in his 


turn needeth forbearance and forgivengis ; and all Men com- 


mend in cthers, and ex trom them, Candour, and Gentle- 


neſs, and Kindneſs, other fuch like Fruics of Sincere Be- 
nevolence. (*Rm. 12. 10, 13, 15, 16. Gal. 6. 1, 2.) by 

Ic is likewiſe it and neceffary, that we Hike 
ſhould be peaccably minded, and that we love Peace, 


and maintain good Order ; that we be content | 

with our Stativn, and ſtudy ro be quiet and to do our own 

buſineſs, rhat we endeavour to maintain a right Underſtand- 

143 and good agreement amongſt Men, and to reconcile and 

make them fricnds again, when they hapngen to differ ; for 

theſethings are good and proficable tor Men. (Rom. 12.18. 1 

Theſe 4-11. Mat. 5. 9.) 6 

It is our Dury and our Intereſt alſo,” ro mo- , 

derate and govern all our Inclinations and Sobriety or Puri- 

Paſſions by Reaſon , which God hath given ry. 

us tor that purpoſe. Reaſon being in Man 

(what inſtin& is in Brutes) kis Nature or Governing Principle 
: A4 " and, 


6 A Short and Plain Account of Religion. + 
and Faculry. This is the mot difficulr part cf or Dury, and that 


which ſecures the whole. In the diforder of cur Inclinations © 


and Paſſions lies the Force and Screngrh of Temptation, and he 
that hath atrained to the due government of theſe, will have bur 
lictle provocaticn to do contrary to his Duty Either towards 
dee 4 Shcae Now the Rulcs of this Sclt-governmenr are ſuch 
= the 
That we _ no —_— of v fondo deſerve; but 
keep always a juſt Senſe of our abſo e e upIn God, 
md our grezz Weakneſs, manifold Errours, 
and Faults, which is Humility, (Mat. 5. 3. Rom. 12.13. 
That we moderate the defire and uſe of all Delights, by Rex 
fon, and rhe ex ion of a better Life ; and gratifie no Aps 
penite with the diſhoncur of Gad, or to our own, or other Mens 
Dammage , Wy 1s Temperance. ( Fohn 6. 27. Cabdfſ. 3.1,2, 
3 Per. 2. it. . 
+ That we ſuffer no Paſſion ro put us out of the nſe of our 
Reaſon, or to vent it ſelf in Exprefſions and Attions that are ins 
decent or injurious, which is Moderation. (Mat. 5. 22. Epbeſ. 
4. 31. Phil. 4. 5.) | 
+ Thar we be content with our Condition of Life, and bear 
with an even and calm Spirit the Vicifficudes, Misforcunes, and 
Afﬀfiitions which are common to Men,feariny more co do than to 
ſuffer evil, and ſtudying to adorn every Let, which is Fortitude 
and Patiencz. (Heb. 13 $. Phil. 4.12. Rom, 12. 12.) | 
That we ſtudy the Conduct and Government of our ſelves ; 
aim at thoſe thin;s which excel, and contrive ro do our good 
Works in fit Seafon, and 11 the beſt manner, which is Prudence. 
, (Mat. 16. 15. Eph. 5. 15. Phil. 4. 8. Prov. 14. 8.) ps 
This is the Law wyitren in the Heart ; the ficneſs and neceſſity. 
ot theſe Rules is wirnefſed in every ones Conſcience ; and the 
{ ve and Prattice of them ts thar Religion which Drvine Reve- 
12:ion Travails to reſtore and maintain, If we Conſult and Re> 
v..rence our own C-nſciences and the Werd of God, we ſhall 
b- very uncaſy upon every Tratyreſſicn of any of theſe Laws, 
Hur rind vreag peac@and (arkfa@ticn cf Spiric in the keeping af 
L.Em. . 


» 3&- When through the neeleft of G: 4, and abuſe 
Depravat = x of themſelves, Men had depraved th's Religion, 
Acligian, by wicked Lives and Idolatrous Wcrſhip ; they 
Corruptim of became Reprobare in their Minds, and vile in 
Alarking. , their Aﬀeti-n<; and ſunk into a degenerate and 

—_ tertorn-Eftare ; 'rhat was 'as Wrerched as it was 
if", (Gen. 6. 5. Rom. b, 27, 26, 28._) Sigce 


o 
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A Short and Plain Account of Religion. 
Since our firſt Parents indulged their Apperice againſt 


? 


1nd ſo Tranſgrefſed the Law of God , heke Polley are frank 
ions of the 


per and Life, they can no longer bgar the 'rrue 
Knowledge and Worſhi him; w 

wicked Spirits and evil Men rake + occaſion to fer 2 
falſe Religion, that may gratifie ſuch who are deparred from 
the True, Such who will not keep God's Laws, are yet willing ro 
compound for their Sins, by coſtly Sacrifices, and a 


Service: And this gave occaſion iſe to Idolatry, and that 
to palytheiſm or the ſerving of many ; and that ſervice was 
made up of magical Rites, and rhe unnarcural and abomina- 
ble Cuſtoms, humane Sacrifices, and filthy Myſteries. So that Re- 
ligion Nos end is ro Unite and Afi Men unto God, and 
to perte&t their Natures) became the Inſtrument of Mens Alje- 
nation and Departure from God, and of Debauching and En- 
ſlaying their Minds, and of filling them with Bruriſh Luſts, 
and Diabokcal Paſſions. Lan 6. 6,7. Rom1t.28., 2 Cor. LY QC 
Ezeb.16. 20. Kom. 1. 28. (oc. ) F 
This growing impiety Gcd teſtified ain H IPO 
and oppoſed, 'by the Inſiruftions and Example Paftriarchal 
of choſe holy Patriarchs, whom he raifed up, by Religion. 
frequent intercourſe with, Men, ' and ſpecial ma- 
nifeſtations of hisSoveraign Dominion and Power amoneſt chem ; 
By the Tranſlation of Enxh, who watbed with God, by the De». 
luze of the Old World,and the fignal Dcſtruſtion of the Sodomires 
and others, who had tcrfaken God, and abuſed rhemſelves in a 
moſt horrible manner. Theſe holy Inſtruftions and Examples, 
and Divine Fats, were defizned to pur a ſtop to the Corruption 
ot Religion and of Men ; co enforce the Laws of God, ro efi- 
courage the R1zhreous, and co awe the Wicked, thd to awaken in 
them a becoming Senſe of God, and cf their Duty. | 
( Bur at lengrh G-d Applyed a moſt gracious Remedy for the de- 
plorable Condition of loſt Men, by a Standing Revelation of the 
rue Relipion, given firſt by 36/es, and then by Chrift. 
The Holy Scriptures were written by Hol | 
Men, moved and guided by the holy Ghoſt, Hbly Strijpurtt. 
and contain a true Hiſt 3ry and Account of 
luch Divine Fafts, Mefiages and Reyclarions, as God — 
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A Short and Plain Account of Rehgion. 


£1 ro be txanſmitted to all Ages of his Church, for the Inſtey; 

Gon nnn Benefir thereof. (2 Per. 1. 21.2 Tim.3. 16. _) 
e.Scriptures are the Records of the Firſt Covenant, or old 

Teſtament ; that is, the Religion which God fer up 'amorfy the 


Zews by Moſes : And of the Second Covenant, or New Teſtament, 


A e. the Religion which G2d hath ſer up for all Men by his Son 
Feſus Chriff.?(Heb. 7. 8, 13.) 

| [. The Ten Commandments are the Subſtance 
Iſrſaical Religion. and chicſt part of Gad's Covenant” with 

Irael, and to keep them in the Worſhi 

and Obedience of the Trye God, was the defigh of thar Dit- 
penſation ; and the Policical and Ceremonial Laws, did Miniſter 
whe ſaine End, and were fabfErvient rg the Moral, to Effet 
and Enforce the keeping of chem. The Rites were ſuch as the 
Temper of that People, anethe Circumſtances of thoſe rimes re- 


ired; and they were ſ@' many Signs between God and his - 


feople, Badges of the Servants of the True God , 'and Memeri- 
als and Mmitors of their Obligations ro him. God'ther Crea- 
wur, theix Redeemer, and their King, dwelt in the midſt of 
them, That his Fear might be before them Faces that they might mt 
Sin againſt him,and he ſent them Prophers andPreachers'ot Righ- 
touſneſs and Repentance, ro reprove and threaten their Dif- 
obedience, and to perſwade them t5 return to their Duty, And 
by theſe he ftoretold the Coming of Chriſt, and che ſerring up 
ot a better Scate of Religion by Lim. 
Now1a theſe laſt Days God hath fpoken 
Ehriſtizn Reli- unto us by his Son, that Divine Perſon in whom 
gh. \ the G1d-head dwelleth Bidily, u. e. really and mu- 
bh niteſtly ; who cime into the World that he might 
deſtroy theWarks of cheDevil,j. c. Idolatry ang WY ; that 
by his D>ftrine he might Teach rhe Laws of God ; and by bis 
dience unto Death vindicate the Honour of them, that he mnught 
Bring in Ecernal Righteouſneſs, and fer up the Kingdom of God, 
By means miſt proper, and fired for all times ; and tr 
made Perpetual and Unchangeable. (Heb. 1, 2, 3. Colof. 249. 1 


| . 38 
| 7 FR Semordel For he hath raught and affured us in the 


The Principles ow Name of God, Thar there is but One God the 
D»Frine. Unity Creatour of all things, and Father of our Lord 
ef God. }-> Jefus Chriſt ; rnd thereby condemned | 

nor the Worth: p of many Gods. (Mar. 4- 10. 1 Cor. 8.6. 


That 
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A Short and Plain Account of Religion. 9 


That God is nottro be Worſhipped with Sa- r 
crifices or by Images, or with rhe Pomp intro- True Worſhip. 
duced by Idolarry ; bur wich the Natural Ads 
and Expreſſions of Divine Honour , and proper Tokens of 
Reſpe&.and Reverence; and thar the beſt and moſt acceptable 
Service of Gad, confiſts in a holy imitation of him. (oh. 4. 24. 
rTP RTE £0 AS : 

That God whois Propirious in his Nature,is G 
reconciled to ſinners in his Son ; whoſe 0bedi- Reconciliation. 
pnce unto Death, doth worthily vindicare, and | 
greatly honour the Laws of God; and his voluntary Sacrifice 
of himſelf was ſo well pleaſing unto God, that he did thereupon 
enter intoa Covenant of Grace and Mercy with Mankind ; where- 
in ke hath engaged himſelf, ro forgive the Sins of thoſe who 
Believe and Repent, and ro make them partakers of cternal 
Life. (Mat. 5. 45. Mark 10. 44. John 10. 17. Mat. 26. 28.) 

' That God fent his Son to be the Saviour of ' &* 

the World, and hath appointed him the only Glory of Chrift. 
Mediatour berween God and Man ; in whom 

God ſpeakerh unro us, and by whom we Have accefs unto 
God, that God hath given :him all Power, and made him 
King and Lord of all things, That he may be the Aythor of Eter- 
nal Salvation to all them that 'obey him. ( Mat. 3. 17.1 Tim. 2. $. 
Ph. 5. 22.Mat 29. 18.) | ; 

That this fame Lord Tefus ſhall come in &. 

Glo w_ udge rhe World, and ſhall raiſe che ReſurreFion 
head. ſhall docm the Wicked to the Dim- and Judgment. 
harion of Hell, and receive the Righteous 
into Life Erernal. (Me. 25. 31, 46. Join 5. 27,28, 29.) 

' TheDoftrine ot Chriſt chen Teacherh, and his Religion obl- 
gerh us, tro Worſhip the one true Ged in a right manner, 
through one Mediarour ; 9 look for the Mercy of God upon our 
Repentance withcur coſtly Expiations and Sacrifices, and to 
live Godly, Righreouſly and Soberly in this World, looking for 
theglorious Appearance of our Lord ſefus Chriſt, who ſhall Raiſe 


the Dead; Judze the World, and render to eve 
to his Deeds. * > bean . 


The Laws of Chriſt are cither Principal uy The Laws of 
Primary, or Secomdary , inffirution s Subſer- Chriſtianity. 
vient and Miniftring ro the former. The Prin- Principal arff 
cipal Laws, which contain the SubRtauntial part Primary. © 
ot Kchgion, are the ſame with thoſe Laws ot ourCrearion,orRules 
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ef Picty, Rizhreouſneſs and Puricy, which are before recited, 
and theſe are delivered and ain'd m the Sermons of our 
Lord, and inculcared in the writings of his Apoſtles : and to 
theſe he harh added 


i The Law of Faith; that we believe and 


Riith.', acknowledze Jeſus ro be the Chriſt the Son of 
God, perſwading our Hearts of the Truth of 
oo Divine Miſſion and D>ftrine; and of the importance of 
oth ; and thar we publickly profeſs our Faith and Hope 
in him, and confeſs him (if need be) even wich the hazard 
of our Lives. (Rom. 16. 26. Ron. 9. 19. Mat. 10. 32,33.) 
- The precept of Repent znce enjoyns, that we 
Repent ance. carefully rura and abſtain from all that is 
evil ; that we Live with great Care and O\ſer- 
yarion of our ſelves; that we frequently examine our Princi 
and Praftice ; that we ſorrowfully confeſs our Faules to 
and ask forgiveneſs for them; and chat we do the ſame towards 
Men, in Caſe of Injury or Scandal. ( As 3. 1g. 2 Cor. 13.4. 
Fam, $. 16. Mat. $. 23) 

The Law of Chriſt Obligeth, us likewiſe, to 
Love of Enemies Loveand Pray tor and do good to our Enemies; 
ard of Chriſtians, and ro bear a moſt render AﬀeRtion, and ſhew 

7 ſinzular —_— £5 our _ Chriſtians, 

Mat. $. 44. Joon” 15. 12. 17. 21, 23- 

(% . "Wo "1G he Dury of Chriſtians, to Thiak 


Ke aven!y-minded- of, to Afﬀe#, to Defire and Hope for that im-' 


weſs. mortal Life and Blifs, which the Goſpel 
. hath brought ro lighe ; and to have bur little 
conſideration of the things of echis Lite, for which the Gentiles 
ferved their Gods, and the Fews the God of Iſrael ;, but todo 
good and ro ſuffer pariently, Looking for their Reward in Heaven. 
( 2 Cor. 4. 88. Colof. 3. 2. Phil. 3. 20.) 
LY . And ſo it is alſo, !o Study and imitate the 
Þnitatioffof Chriſt, Lite of Chriſt ; and having ſuch a Parrern 
| and Guide, t5 endeavour to excell pod = 1 
ey of Heart and Lite", the beſt Examples of all other Inility 
el 


& { ohm 13. 14. Mit. x1. 29, Mat. 5.46, 47.) _ 
tl. ap ire The poſicive Inſticurions of Chriſt,are the 
mdary Inſtrufi- means he hath appoinred for the better 


W5. obſervance of theſe primary Laws-of his 
Religion, and they are, WD . 
} Prayer both Private and Publick, whichris both 


© Frazer. an A of Religion, and a ſpecial mean to w_ 
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the Senſe rnd Power thereof in our Hearts and Lives. (Mat. & 
6. Luke 11. 2,13.) bs 

And ſo is the Miniſtry of the Word, by an 2, » 
Order of Men fitted and ym or that Miniſtry of the 

rpoſe z an excellenc mean, for infortuing the Ward. 
jd ments, awakening the Conſciences, per- 

wading the Hearts, and influencing the Lives of Chriſtians, 
(Eph. 4; 11, 12, 13.) Ws 
Beſides theſe Moral means, our Lord hath inſtictured two 
Rites, as Inflruments and Helps of Religion, | 
the one, Baptiſm, we are made Diſciples? I. 
of Chriſt, to learn that Religion which Ged Baptiſm. 
the Father Taught by his Son, and confirmed 
by the holy Ghoſt : and oblige our ſelves to the Study, Profeſſion, 
and Pratice thereof. (Mr. 28.19, 20.) 

By the other, the Lord's Supper ; we make a 4 
ſolemn Commemoration of the Death of our TheLord"s. Supper. 
Blefſed Lord and Saviour, which was the Sacri- 
fice for our \Sins, and ar , and by which his Religion was ſer up, 
and are thereby put in mind of cur mighry Obligations © 
Holineſs, and of the great Aſſurance there is of Remiffion 
ot Sins, and Rn ” nd Lite, tor an who 
Relieve and Obey the. Goſpel. (Luke 22. I9, 20. 6. Os 

This is the Beligton ot liſt : The proof 7 — p 
whereof is contained in the Hiſtory of his D.mnftrations 
Lite, and Dearth, Reſurretion and Aſcenſion, of Chriſtianity. 
and ſending of the holy Ghoſt If we conſider 
theſe Fatts, we muſt be convinced that Jeſus 
is che Son God, and that his Religion is Divine, and that the 
who Believe and Obey him, ſhall be Happy by the forgivenets 
of their Sins, and a Reſurreicn to Life erernal., 

Toſer up ſuch a Religion was a Work worthy of God, and to 
Receive and Obey ir, is the greateſt intereſt and concern of Men, 
We can neither blame the Do&rine, nor refuce the Proofs of it ; 
but Men become unbelievers by being reſolvedly wicked ; for 
they beinzs Enenves to the Truth, will nt receive it. We have 
more rea{on to give Credit to the things reported inthe Goſpels 
than tg any thing elſe which we have not ſeen with our Eyes 
and the Religion founded upon theſe Fats , is what we ſh 
with to be crue ; and we runa mighty and a moſt deſperate haz- 
zard, even of the loſs of Arcane? Souls, by our neglect of it. 

By our admitrance- inco the Church, and K 
the fellowſhip of Chriſtians, we 'are freed The Church. 

thoſe Chains ina which Satan holds te 
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the Children of Darkneſs ; -we are mightily prevented with the 
Grace of God for our Inftruon and Perlwafion in the Truth ; 
and mighrily affured of his continual Aſſiſtance and Bleiſing up- 
on our Religious Endeavours. Thar theretvre whichAs incum- 
bent upon us, is, bya due uſe of rhoſe helps and means graci- 
ouſly afforded us, to get ſuch Religious Knowledge as is needful; 
and by the Divine Affiſtance (which is promiſed) to maſter our 
ROE IGOR and vicious Habits, that we may Pradtice ac- 
cordingly. 

By being of this reformed Church of England, we have vaſt 
advantages for Religious Knowledge and Praftice, which the 
want, who live where Chriſtianity is Debauched, and blended 
wich Paganiſm :.. and how then ſhall we anſwer 1c to God, and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; it by the abuſe of his Grace, and of our 
Selves, we continue Ignorant and Vicious as Papiſts or Pagans, - 

Let us not then Reproach rhe Author of aur holy Religic 
by being carelefs and negligent thereof ; as if God had ſenthis 
Sou in vain, and given the holy Ghoſt ro no purpoſe, and ſer 
up a Religion that is not worth our minding, nor let us be ſo 
fooliſh for our ſelves as to periſh by ſloath and ignorance, in 
our Rebellion againſt God ; who of his infinite Mercies 
raken ſo much Care to Redeem as, and r@ make us Wiſe 
Good, and fo eternally Happy. 
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A Prayers 


FAY God the Father Almighty Maker of Heaven and Earth, we thy 

Creatures fall down with all humility to Worſbip thee 5 mn 
whoſe Hands our Breath is, and before whom are all our Ways. It is 
but juſt and meet that we ſhould Honour and Serve, Fear and Love, 
thee above all ; for thou art the Author of our Beings, the Fountain 
of all our Enjoyments, and the God of all our Hopes. AH thy ways 
rewards us are Mercy and Goodneſs ; thy >. kimaneſs is better tham 
Life; thy Service is per fett freedem ; all thy Commandments are - 


- Faithful and Right ;, and in keeping of them there is great Reward. 


Thou, O God, art Righteous, but we have done exceeding wickedly in 
following the imaginations of our fooliſh Hearts, to offend againſt thy 
holy Laws : We have proviked moſt juſtly thy Wrath and Indignation 
by our witÞhd Work:f;, and have moſt grievouſly ſinned againſt aur 
wn Souls. 

But bleſſed be the Father of aur Lord Jeſus Chrift, who ſo I,ved 
the World, that he hath ghven his only beg:ttten Son, that believing im 
him we might not Periſh, but may keve everlaſling Life, ard hath 
exalted him to his own Kight hand, to be a Prirce and Saviour, to 
tive Repentarce and Remiſſion of Sins ! We beſeech thee for his ſake 
te pardon our manifold Sins and Errours, which we humbly and ſor- 
row fully confeſs; and to grant that from herceferth we may cleave 
eadfuftly unto thee in Righteouſneſs, and Purity, in Humility and 
Charity, and all thoſe Dixine Vertues df which our bleſſed Redeemer 
bath given us ſo great an Example. Give us Grace to withſtand the 
Temptations of the Wor Id, the Fleſh, and the Devil, that with pure 
Hearts we may follow thee, the only God, treading in the bleſſed ſteps 
of thy Son our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Make us Faithfud in t uſe of 
all thoſe Bleſſed 4Aavantages thou haſt given us, for the renewing of 
our Minds, ard reſtoring thine Image in us ;, ard bleſs all thy ſacred 
Appointments, for our irtreaſing m Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. That 
fo whilſt we J;ve here, a good Conſcience may be our greateſt Care, and 


. Holineſs our chief Delight; ard we being recorciled to thy will, may 


Live and Dye in thy Peace and Favour , and at laſt through thy Mer- 
cy may be found mzet to be partakers of the inhei it ance of the Saints in 
Hear us moſt gr-cious Father through the mediation of thy Son our 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour , in whoſe moſt boly Name and Words we 
commend to thy Mercy and Protettion our Schves azdall Mankird ; 
ſaying, Our Father, (xc. 


